— 


ati- 
isin 
ary 
edi- 
raq 
lary 
eSs. 
FOV- 
new 
y to 
d to 
rely 
here 
> of 
mili- 
"mer 
) see 
ound 
Iraq 
- for 
ylans 
The 
will- 
esire 
keep. 
gov- 
crip- 
ritish 
‘ripts 


(pira- 
idate, 
imed. 
n the 
egoti- 
y and 
it has 
Pon- 
ssem- 
n, Six 
“ed to 
, can- 
in its 
Jo not 
litary, 
yr the 
latest 
every- 
“What 

M. 


aymond 
of the 
k, Mac- 


aps the 

of the 
pensable 
mporary 


yy. New 


n Russia 
ce in a 


Bulletin. 


“Vou. VIII, No. 21 


News Bulletin 


Published Weekly by the 
FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION 


INCORPORATED 
National Headquarters 
18 EAST 41ST STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Subscription, One Dollar a Year 


| Entered as second- 

class matter December 
2, 1921. at the Post 
OMce at New York, 
N. Y.. under the act 
of March &, 1878. 


James G. McDonaLp, Chairman 
Estues G. Open, Secretary 
RaYMonpd L. Braun, Research Director 


F. P. A. Membership, Five Dollars a Year 


MARCH 29, 1929 


-eriodical Division, 


F. P. A. INFORMATION SERVICE 


THE UNITED STATES AND COLOMBIAN OIL 
Vol. V, No. 2 April 3, 1929 265c. 


Place your order now for bound copies 
of Vol. IV of the F. P. A. INFORMATION 
SERVICE. 

Price to F. P. A. members 
ee ee 


‘ibrary of Congress, 


‘eshington, D. C. 


“THUNDER ON THE LEFT" 


j Bo Third Kuomintang (Nationalist 
party) Congress assembled in Nan- 
king on March 15 in an atmosphere of 
uncertainty and pessimism. The prov- 
ince of Shantung was in the throes of a 
rebellion led by the famous war-lord, 
Marshal Chang Tsung-chang, with the 
connivance, so the Nationalist Govern- 
ment alleged, of the Japanese forces sta- 
tioned in Shantung. Unrest was reported 
from Canton and the province of Kwang- 
si. Finally, and most serious of all, the 
Nationalist Government was faced by 
Communist revolts in the provinces of 
Hunan and Kiangsi. 

Owing to strict censorship of the press, 
both Chinese and foreign, the issues at 
stake in these several outbreaks may only 
be seen as through a glass darkly. It 
would appear, however, that three main 
groups are at present engaged in the 
struggle for power: the Central Execu- 
tive Committee of the Kuomintang, the 
war-lords and the Communists. The Cen- 
tral Executive Committee is composed 
predominantly of members of the Right 
wing of the Nationalist party, represent- 
ing the interests of the bourgeoisie, and 
is headed by a military leader, Chiang 
Kai-shek. It advocates a strong central 
government, unified taxation, the develop- 
ment of industry and means of communi- 
cation, and a policy of moderation in 
labor and peasant problems. That the 
Central Executive Committee intends to 
remain at the helm may be seen from the 
manner in which the Third National Con- 
gress was selected. Only properly organ- 
ized provincial Kuomintangs (which are 
exceedingly few in number), were per- 
mitted to elect their own delegates to the 
Congress. Provincial Kuomintangs in 


process of organization were instructed 
either to elect delegates from a list sub- 
mitted to them by the Central Executive 
Committee or to select a group of persons 
from whom the committee would name 
their delegates. Finally, the committee 
undertook to appoint delegates to repre- 
sent provincial party groups which are 
not as yet organized. In view of the fact 
that such groups are in an overwhelming 
majority, the Central Executive Commit- 
tee found it possible to avoid opposition 
in the Congress. 

Outside the Congress, however, its tac- 
tics proved less successful. It encountered 
opposition in two camps—among the dis- 
contented war-lords and among the Com- 
munists. At the Military Reorganization 
and Disbandment Conference held in 
Nanking early in January China’s mili- 
tary leaders appeared willing to cooper- 
ate with the Central Executive Commit- 
tee; they agreed to abolish local armies, 
disband large numbers of troops, organize 
a standing army under the united com- 
mand of the Disbandment Commission, 
‘entralize finances and subject military 
expenditures to the restrictions of a 
budget. These proposals, intended to rid 
China of the plague of militarism, did not, 
however, receive the support of certain 
of the war-lords. These men, accustomed 
to draw their subsistence and that of 
their armies from the provinces under 
their control, vigorously oppose a cen- 
tralized government, and demand provin- 
cial autonomy and local collection of 
taxes. The Communists, for their part, 
claim that the Central Executive Com- 
mittee represents a minority of the popu- 
lation, and advocate sweeping measures 
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favoring the interests of laborers and 
peasants. 

The ability of the Central Executive 
Committee to maintain peace and order 
in China has been put to a severe test. 
The preservation of peace in Shantung is 
of particular importance at the present 
moment. After many alarums and ex- 
cursions, it is now reported that on March 
24 Dr. C. T. Wang, the Chinese Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, and M. Yoshizawa, the 
Japanese envoy, initialled an agreement 
disposing of the Tsinan incident. It is 
understood that this agreement provides 
for the immediate withdrawal of Japan- 
ese troops from Shantung and for the 
establishment of a commission to deter- 
mine compensation for the losses suffered 
by the nationals of both countries as a 
result of the Tsinan incident. China is 
not requested to offer an apology. The 
Nationalist Government, however, is to 
take steps to prevent the recurrence of the 
anti-Japanese boycott and to give assur- 
ance that the evacuated area will be kept 
in order by well-disciplined troops. Al- 
ready, on January 31, Japan had accepted 
the new Chinese tariff schedule and had 
approved the revised Sino-Japanese tariff 
agreement. It may be expected that, once 
the Tsinan agreement is ratified and ex- 
ecuted in good faith by both parties, the 
major obstacles to the resumption of 
normal Sino-Japanese relations will have 
been removed. Vv. A. M. 


The “Ayes” Have It 

HE “plebiscite” which was to deter- 

mine the composition of the Italian 
Chamber of Deputies was held on March 
24, the day following the tenth anniver- 
sary of the formation of the first fascio 
di combattimento in Milan—‘“not by co- 
incidence,” according to Mussolini, “but 
by a determined will.” In accordance 
with the electoral law adopted on March 
16, 1928,* all Italian citizens “produc- 
tively” participating in the life of the 
State were called upon to say “Yes” or 
“No” to the list of 400 candidates sub- 
mitted by the Grand Council of the Fas- 
cist party. The candidates were selected 
to represent, not territorial divisions and 
local interests, but the nation-wide inter- 
ests of the various arts, crafts and pro- 
fessions grouped into syndicates, or other 
organizations. The State received the full 
cooperation of the Church in the “plebis- 
cite’: all good Catholics were urged to 
give effect to the Italian-Vatican accord, 
and numbers of the clergy appeared to 
cast their votes. The uncontested official 
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list was overwhelmingly approved at the 
polls; 99 out of every one hundred ballots 
were marked “Yes.” It is as yet im- 
possible to determine whether this Fas- 
cist landslide represents a vote of confi- 
dence in Mussolini’s régime, or may be 
interpreted as a sign of political apathy 
due to the suppression of opposition par- 
ties and the muzzling of the press. 


V. A. M.z 


Balkan Rapprochement 

F the Graeco-Jugoslav treaty signed at 

Geneva on March 17 is to be ratified 
by both countries, Athens and Belgrade 
will enjoy an agreeable respite from their 
perennial negotiations on the subjects of 
tariff regulations, the extension of the 
Jugoslav Free Zone established in 1925 
at the Greek port of Salonika and the 
administration of the railroad leading 
northward from Salonika to the Jugoslay 
border. A 1926 treaty negotiated dur- 
ing the dictatorship of General Pangalos 
to adjust Jugoslav claims relating to the 
Salonika Free Zone and a commercial! 
treaty negotiated in 1927 have both been 
relegated to oblivion. But the present 
treaty appears to have better chances of 
survival. It covers more ground than the 
former treaties, moreover, in providing 
for arbitration of future disputes between 
the two States. It is thus an interesting 
complement to the Graeco-Italian pact of 
amity and arbitration signed last Sep- 
tember, and an important addition to the 
rapidly-growing list of special treaties 
between Greece and the countries of 
purope. E. P. M. 


Understanding India, by Gertrude Marvin Wil- 


liams. New York, Coward-McCann, Inc., 1928. 

An eminently readable record of an American 
woman’s impressions during five months of travel 
in India, including a section on Indian wome! 
which differs materially from the conclusions of 
Miss Mayo’s “Mother India.” 


The Balkan Pivot: Yugoslavia, by 
Beard and George Radin. New 
millan’s, 1929. 

An account of the constitution, organization of 
government and the administration of Jugoslavia 
prior to the establishment of the recent dictator- 
ship. 


Charles A. 
York, Mac- 


Great Britain in Egypt, by Major E. W. Polso: 
Newman. Toronto, Cassell & Company, 1928 
A century and a quarter of Egyptian history 

including an account of the recent abortiv 
negotiations between Sir Austen Chamberlai! 
and the late Sarwat Pasha for an Anglo-Egyp- 
tian treaty of friendship, the final draft of 
which is reproduced in an appendix. 

Economic Foreign Policy of the United State 
by Benjamin H. Williams. New York, Mece- 
Graw-Hill Book Company, 1928. 

A thorough and systematic study of our ec 
nomic diplomacy. 


The Editors alone are responsible for such opinions as they may express in the News Bulletin. 


